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Leonard Hirsch Rudolph, 89, of Palm Desert, California, died on

December 31, 2016.

Len was born and raised in Superior, Wisconsin, the son of Maurice and

Evelyn Rudolph. After attending the University of Minnesota and serving

in the U.S. Army, he returned from Japan and moved to Duluth,

Minnesota. There he worked in the family owned retail furniture

business, becoming the General Manager from 1955 - 1971. What started

as a small operation grew to become one of Duluth's largest home

furnishings centers.

In 1971, Len changed careers and opened his own �rm called "Len

Rudolph Insurance". He was the proprietor of this company until 1990

when he merged it with another agency, forming Young and Rudolph.

After moving from Duluth to Palm Desert in 1992 he continued working

as an independent insurance agent. He was still working in this capacity,

tirelessly serving his clients, just prior to his death.

Len was very involved locally in both Duluth and Palm Desert. In Duluth

he volunteered with many organizations: He was an active member of the

Rotary Club; founded in 1968 and Co-Chaired the University Artist Series

from 1968-1971 at the University of Minnesota, Duluth; served on the

Board of Trustees of the College of St. Scholastica from 1983-1992; was a

member and eventual President of Northland Country Club; worked as a

member and President of the Board of Directors of the Woodland Hills

Residential Treatment Center for Boys and Girls from 1973-1981; and was

on the Board of Directors of the Jewish Federation and Community

Council of Duluth from 1979-1986.

One of Len's keen interests was developing Duluth as a convention and

tourist center. He was a leader in the establishment of the Duluth Arena

Auditorium and served as a Member and President of its Administrative
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Board from 1968-1974. Other organizations with which he was involved

were the Duluth-Superior Symphony Opera Presentations (1963-1965);

Temple Israel Congregation (Board of Trustees 1967-69); Board of

Directors of the Northland Capitol Corporation (a small business

investment company) from 1967-1975; and Board of Directors, Duluth

Athletic Club (1969-1972).

Len and his wife Phyllis Rudolph moved to Palm Desert, California full

time in 1992. There he continued his civic involvement in a number of

ways. He remained an active member of the Rotary Club, serving on the

Board of Directors of the Rancho Mirage Club from 1995-1997. He also

served as a Board Member of Ironwood Country Club, as well as of its

Homeowners Association #8, of which he was President from 1995-97. To

diversify his activities, he volunteered as a Docent at the Living Desert

from 1995 until 2015. He also assisted with �nancial management as a

volunteer at the local Parkinson's Organization of�ce and was a member

of Temple Sinai.

Leonard was known for his honesty, warmth, kindness, generosity, sense

of humor, and willingness to work hard for those organizations and

causes that were important to him. He was a true gentleman who deeply

loved his family and friends.

Len is survived by his wife of 68 years, Phyllis Rudolph, of Palm Desert,

CA; his daughter Paula Rudolph and her partner Mark French, of Santa

Barbara, CA; his grandson Adam Whiteley and wife Rhyana, of Bozeman,

Montana; his granddaughter Sara Whiteley Crompton and her husband

Chris, of Denver, Colorado; and his great grandson Beckett Crompton of

Denver, Colorado. He was pre-deceased by his brother Burton Rudolph in

2007 and his son James Alan Rudolph in 2011.

At present, no Memorial Services are planned. In lieu of �owers, please
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donate to your favorite charity in memory of Leonard Rudolph.

To Plant Memorial Trees in memory, please visit our Sympathy Store.

Published in The Desert Sun on Jan. 22, 2017.
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MAKE A  DONATION

Please consider a donation, as requested by the family.

Donate

http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/TheDesertSun/condolences-charities.aspx?keyword=coycada&pid=183663735
https://sympathy.legacy.com/en-us/funeral-flowers/name/leonard-rudolph-funeral-flowers/p183663735/?affiliateId=1770&pm=240
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssf5cOFpORsWziiEswyNJckWTdj4wIOBa8RpqzmZ2JAsFSy9V8_4DckvdURHRQavryXBPIoTb72CxGmA-olsJuzpCo39VEdcwPCDd_jhzEz_H9wzqzj3mh0U4hKPG7V8THejA1S10p7iG7p7vAfCVRa6ZrYO4i9BFgKFvZcOyAtgMuXYxFd_fVK7oQH0bHqzeAk2xAvOnfLpXLjTOc-EgtW0V_zC26TDGM_NOkkZ9Ko7FpeNmPIN3j20oQQufcJDhukM8cLA7e36xPCNdHpNVwp-ttaQgvnQjVcLkhn_NGDt2SlyLZN0Rl0JF6zFPtH3pc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOG8Z6J80jTjEAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://prf.hn/click/camref:1101l3yjc/adref:77841/destination:https://www.ancestry.com/cs/partner-records%3FflowId%3DpartnersBirth%26gsfn%3DLeonard%26gsln%3DRudolph
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvjhUHTDm0v4g5SjpUzVFYuVoa7heYvOTDC2KVoid-gOF18UOS6ySLTxHfgsBFDmY2Dt713vhTBQ32xI09j05DlpMzci93aiiLvpyU0bxnvtbYywyxVCv4BZQ5vdG6BPuD9h2Sz-zizY-kuKRZK9KcTRL26Ybo7OPFXPUuhaOMhRPyKskqydX4n2MPr7aF5TYkJkCBtUV04wg9kIKpUQ8sEA1RDNRl4_8FLpDN9XKHmCOsLCNgxZL10O9YIep6TV-TA1e748NHccIN1mkFm68YNzLAIql8gUsziXfik3_4e&sig=Cg0ArKJSzIUVeIVKtcd7EAE&urlfix=1&adurl=https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/thedesertsun/condolences-charities.aspx


8/2/2020 Leonard Rudolph 1927 - 2017 - Obituary

https://obituaries.desertsun.com/obituaries/thedesertsun/obituary.aspx?n=leonard-hirsch-rudolph&pid=183663735 5/7

M E M O R I E S  &  C O N D O L E N C E S

Guest Book sponsored by thedesertsun.com

Add a photo

Your Name

Your Email Address

What would you like to say about Leonard?

Not sure what to say?

Your Relationship

Get email updates for this page

Add Memory

 Posting Guidelines FAQ

https://www.legacy.com/guestbooks/posting-guidelines.aspx?n=Leonard-Rudolph&pid=183663735
https://www.legacy.com/guestbooks/faq.aspx?n=Leonard-Rudolph&pid=183663735


8/2/2020 Leonard Rudolph 1927 - 2017 - Obituary

https://obituaries.desertsun.com/obituaries/thedesertsun/obituary.aspx?n=leonard-hirsch-rudolph&pid=183663735 6/7

2 entries

January 24, 2017

Len was always a true gentleman. We will miss him.
Dick & Nancy Stevenson

January 22, 2017

Phyllis,
I was truly saddened in reading of Len's passing. One of the annual joys
for me was spending at least a few minutes each year with Len. We
certainly talked business but he was always so upbeat and interested in
what was going on back here. I appreciated him and his good humor.

Terry Scott

INVITE OTHERS TO ADD MEMORIES

Share to let others add their own memories and condolences

ADVICE & SUPPORT

The Five Stages of Grief

Sympathy Advice

https://obituaries.desertsun.com/obituaries/thedesertsun/obituary-email.aspx?n=leonard-hirsch-rudolph&pid=183663735
https://www.legacy.com/news/advice-and-support/article/the-five-stages-of-grief
https://www.legacy.com/news/advice-and-support/article/sympathy-and-condolence-advice
https://www.legacy.com/news/advice-and-support/article/what-is-a-eulogy


8/2/2020 Leonard Rudolph 1927 - 2017 - Obituary

https://obituaries.desertsun.com/obituaries/thedesertsun/obituary.aspx?n=leonard-hirsch-rudolph&pid=183663735 7/7

What Is a Eulogy?

Funeral Flower Etiquette

View All Advice & Support Articles

Contact Us

FAQ

Privacy Policy

Terms of Use

© 2020 Legacy.com All rights Reserved

https://www.legacy.com/news/advice-and-support/article/what-is-a-eulogy
https://sympathy.legacy.com//en-us/funeral-flowers/article/funeral-flower-etiquette/
http://www.legacy.com/news/advice-and-support
https://www.legacy.com/ns/about/contact.aspx
https://www.legacy.com/faq/?pid=183663735&fh=0&d=desktop&aff=thedesertsun&n=Leonard%20Hirsch%20Rudolph&ref=https%3A%2F%2Fobituaries.desertsun.com%2Fobituaries%2Fthedesertsun%2Fobituary.aspx%3Fn%3Dleonard-hirsch-rudolph%26pid%3D183663735
https://www.legacy.com/about/privacy-policy
https://www.legacy.com/about/terms-of-use

